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Andrew Benson Greene Jnr. (Board of Director, Founder and CEO)

Sauvé Scholar Andrew Benson Greene Jr has 10+ years experience in the non-profit sector, youth and children in wars as well as the issue of child soldiers. He has worked extensively in national and international research on human rights of children used in armed conflict. Some of his research has worked collaboratively with the Open Society Institute in Budapest 2005, The Child Soldiers Simulation Exercise known as 'Exercise Prodigal Child at the Kofi Anan International Peace Training Centre in Accra Ghana 2007. In 2006, he made a significant contribution to the Book, 'Raise Your Voice, Lend A Hand, Change the World', written by Susan Hughes, and published by Scholastic Canada.

He is currently the founder and Chief Executive Officer of the B-Gifted Foundation in Sierra Leone and in 1999 founded the International Education and resources network of Sierra Leone where for many years he worked tirelessly as a volunteer to locate resources so that children and youth can engage in collaborative educational programs. He also taught former child fighters and war-affected youth to use the Internet and other new technologies to find reconciliation and peaceful solutions to conflict, reminding them that “security comes not from the end of a gun, but from shared values and responsibilities to each other.”

Andrew is a well-known speaker, participating in a number of prestigious international events such as The World Summit on Information Society in Geneva in 2003, Guest Speaker at The Hague International Model United Nations Conference in Netherlands 2004, Guest Speaker at The International Corporations Days Hosted by CIDA and the Canadian Government in Ottawa November 2004, Building a Culture of Peace and Non-Violence for the Children of the World in Washington DC 2005, Guest Speaker at The African Now Untold Stories Conference held at Carleton University in Ottawa in 2005, The 1st World Ethics Forum Conference on Leadership and Integrity Keble College Oxford UK 2006, Guest Speaker at Education Without Borders International Student Conference at the United Arab Emirates Abu Dhabi in February 2007.

He has traveled extensively, from Beijing to Moscow, to Washington, to share his vision of using information technology amongst children and war-scarred youth. His efforts have profoundly affected the thinking of young people around the world, from Sierra Leone to Cambodia to Afghanistan. The United Nations adopted his project as a model in countries affected by war.
Andrew has gathered multiple awards, citations, and bursaries for his Internet-based innovations. This includes the James B. Bosky Memorial 'Fresh Faces' Awards in 2000, The Cable and Wireless Childnet Awards
at the Science Museum in London, UK 2003, The 'Crossing Boundaries', Bremen Peace Commendation by the Threshold Foundation in Germany in 2003, The Listen Up Beyond Borders New York Film Awards in 2003, the Global Junior Challenge in Rome Italy 2007, and for several years, he has worked, overseen and coordinated the successful implementation in Sierra Leone of War Child Canada’s No War Zone, funded by Foreign Affairs Canada.
He consults widely on issues of children and youth in conflict and recently produced two video documentaries for the World Bank’s World Development Report 2007 focusing on youth unemployment in Sierra Leone
and the ‘Next Generation’. He has consulted to the Global Intelligence Alliance in Washington D.C. on Anti-corruption and good governance in Sierra Leone. In 2006 he was chosen by the Youth2Youth Community of the World Bank as one of five Youth Social Entrepreneurs chosen from the five continients to present at the UN as part of a week long celebration to mark the 60th Anniversary of the United Nations. Summoned by the World Bank Youth to Youth Community (Y2Y), in Association with the East Asia and Pacific Vice Presidency , IT SLC Quickstart Learning Program, eDevelopment Thematic Group, UNANCA, TakingITGlobal, YABT (OAS) and IDB YOUTH to dialogue at a day of activities on Youth led development, on October 27th 2005, from 9:00 am to 6:30 pm at the World Bank Headquarters in Washington D.C. He has led various International Lectures on the issues of children's rights and the predicaments faced by child soldiers as well as 'Children of the Cross Fire' at the following Schools around the world, Carleton University in Ottawa, Kenyon College Ohio US, University of York Toronto Canada, Nazarene University Ohio USA, McGill University and Concordia University Canada. He has also taught peace and non-violence classes at the WH Day Elementary School in Bradford Ontario in 2004-5, The International School of Amsterdam in 2004, The St Anthony's High School in Vancouver April 2007, and more recently at the Boys and Girls Club of the Peninsula in San Francisco USA in October-November 2008. Andrew obtained his BA with concentrations in English, Civil Law, and International Relations from Fourah Bay College of the University of Sierra Leone in 1998, and in 2004, he was selected as one of Sauvé 'Dynamic Dozens' receiving the prestigious Sauvé Scholars awards of CAN $30,000 for a year of research and studies at McGill in Montreal. http://www.sauvescholars.org/en/scholars/alumni/2004 and in that same
year in 2004, was on the shortlist of the Stanford University Digital Visions Fellows. Andrew was a school Prefect of Education at the Bo Government Secondary School in 1992, and amongst his University portfolios include Speaker at the Student Representative Council (SRC) 1995-6, and Assistant Secretary General Of the Fourah Bay College Students Union Government from 1996-1998. More information about the Founder can also be found at:
www.traversewithandrewgreene.blogspot.com www.thecouragetotraversethethreshold.blogspot.com 

